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FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER 

Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Community Services) [5.19 pm]: It is not very 
often I get up to make a statement. Today, 9 September, is International Foetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness 
Day. Today at Yokine I launched a poster, which I will describe to Hansard while I am showing the chamber. It 
depicts the silhouette of a pregnant woman holding a glass of wine in her hand behind a prohibition sign. A 
picture speaks a thousand words. It is something I have spoken about in this place for many years and have said 
that we have needed a label and a poster that women can see. On that poster are the words, “Don’t drink alcohol 
during pregnancy to give your baby the best start in life. Not drinking alcohol is the safest option.” I am working 
with the Australian Hotels Association because I would like it to come on board so that the posters can be widely 
circulated.  

Those of us who are interested in this subject have stood in this place before and spoken about foetal alcohol 
spectrum disorder. It is vital that women think about their baby’s health and the effects FASD can have on the 
unborn child, when it is so obviously preventable. It is so simple: pregnant women should stop drinking. 
Minister Faragher is being a teetotaller during her pregnancy! I can see that she is taking in my comments.  

The Department of Communities has put out a small booklet titled “Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)” 
for the information of people working with children and families. This will be put out in playgroups and daycare 
centres. We have been finding that a lot of young women are not aware of the danger of alcohol to unborn 
babies. Alcohol is such a part of their day-to-day life and part of society that young women in particular do not 
stop to think that it could be affecting their unborn babies. I am not saying that if they have a few drinks it will 
cause foetal alcohol syndrome; I am saying that to give their babies the best option, pregnant women should not 
drink at all, because if the baby suffers the effects mentioned in this booklet, he or she could grow up suffering 
some sort of disability, when it is very easily prevented.  

Launching these sorts of information posters is one of the nice things about being a minister. After talking about 
such a poster for many years while I was in opposition, when I came into government, I went for a trip to Fitzroy 
Crossing where the feds also are doing a lot of work. When we came back through Halls Creek, I noticed a 
poster similar to this one, so I took from that poster what I wanted and included it on this one so that we could 
get it out and about in society. We are a multicultural society and the poster is universally sight specific so that 
people do not need to understand English to get the message. Although it targets only a specific group, namely, 
pregnant women, if the AHA comes on board, the poster can be put up in bottle shops and places where alcohol 
is sold.  

I was very pleased to launch this poster at the Yokine Play Group today where there were a lot of young mums 
and bubs. One of the young women who looked about 18 said that she really liked it and asked if she could have 
a copy to put in her doctor’s surgery. She was a qualified GP! Either I am getting older or GPs are getting 
younger!  

Hon Alison Xamon: We’re getting older.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Obviously we are getting older. I am particularly proud of this launch. I hope 
this poster is circulated all over Western Australia. If it stops only one or two mums from drinking while they are 
pregnant, I will consider that I have done a good job.  

Hon Liz Behjat: Congratulations, minister; it is fantastic. 
 


